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News 
 

Fifth FQXi Essay Contest: It from Bit or Bit from It? 
 

Philip E. Gibbs* 
 

Abstract 
Foundational Questions Institute (“FQXi”) has just announced The Fifth Essay Contest. The 

topic is about whether information is more fundamental than material objects. In last year’s 

FQXi contest 50 essays were submitted by viXra authors. For many of the independent authors 

who submit their work to viXra, getting feedback on their ideas is very hard. The FQXi contest is 

one way that can get people to comment, so get writing. We have until June to make our entries. 
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The Fifth essay contest from the Foundational Questions Institute is now underway. The topic is 

about whether information is more fundamental than material objects. The subject is similar to 

the contest from two years ago but with a different slant. In fact one of the winning essays by 

Julian Barbour was called “Bit From It”. Perhaps he could resubmit the same one. The topic also 

matches the FQXi large grant awards for this year on the physics of information. Sadly I have 

already been told, unsurprisingly, that my grant application fell at the first hurdle but the essay 

contest provides an alternative (less lucrative) chance to write on this subject. Last year I did not 

get in the final but that really doesn’t matter. The important thing is to give your ideas an airing 

and discuss them with others, honestly. 

 

In last year’s FQXi contest 50 essays were submitted by viXra authors. With the number of 

viXra authors increasing rapidly I hope that we will increase that figure this year. There has been 

a change in the rules to try to encourage more of FQXi’s own members to take part and improve 

the voting. Members will automatically get through to the final if they vote for 5 essays and 

leave comments. Last year there were about 15 FQXi member essays in the competition and if I 

am not mistaken only two failed to make the final, so it will not affect the placings much, but it 

should encourage the professional entrants to enter into the discussions and community rating 

which cannot be a bad thing. 

 

For many of the independent authors who submit their work to viXra, getting feedback on their 

ideas is very hard. The FQXi contest is one way that can get people to comment, so get writing. 

We have until June to make our entries. 

 

Please note that FQXi is not connected to viXra in any way. 

 

                                                           
*
 Correspondence: Philip E. Gibbs, Ph.D., Independent Researcher, UK. E-Mail: philegibbs@gmail.com  Note: This 

article is adopted from http://blog.vixra.org/2013/03/26/fifth-fqxi-essay-contest-it-from-bit-or-bit-from-it/  
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